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The scientists have looked into it and have wondered. Many have tried to replicate them and have fallen short. It seems that nothing built and shaped like a violin can compare to the instruments created by Antonio Stradivari in his “golden period” between 1700 and 1720! They all have names and they are priceless.
I was at a BBC Philharmonic Orchestra concert the other day which featured the Canadian violin soloist James Ehnes. As he stood there with his violin under his arm; as the orchestra played the first section of Brahm’s Violin Concerto, he looked just like any other violinist waiting to play. His instrument was indistinguishable from the other violins that surrounded him. But as he placed his instrument under his chin, and brandished his bow to sound the first flourishes of his solo, it became vividly clear: this instrument was no ordinary violin, but one with a name; “Ex Marsik” created by Stradivari in 1715. Amazing was not the word! The resonance and tone of this violin under the care of this violinist set it apart from all the other violins in the hall that evening.
As we go about our daily business, meeting family, friends and neighbours in our daily routines, we also appear indistinguishable from everyone else. People like Richard Dawkins may say “that’s because we are!” Our DNA and social backgrounds are pretty much identical, and the rest is a delusion. There is nothing that makes us different. Scientists at some point (if Star Trek were to become true!) may even be able to replicate us in every way. But like a seemingly “identical” violin cannot display the beauty of a Stradivarius, human love, beauty, and grace is much more than merely atoms, DNA and upbringing. There is more to life than what can be observed or science measure!
The life of the Christian is more than just learning how to be a better person – somewhat akin to getting the most out of a violin. The beginning of the life of a Christian is, in the words of St Paul (Romans 12:2) all about ceasing to conform to the old pattern of this world (to stop being an ordinary violin) and to be transformed by the renewing of our minds (to get Antonio Stradivari to totally remake us!)
Our master-maker is not Stradivarius but of course God, the Holy Spirit. When we come into God’s workshop,  by spending time with Him in prayer, by opening our Bibles and reading His Word, and by seeking God throughout our lives, serving, worshipping and joining together in fellowship, then our very beings are remade – from the inside out. We will still look just the same, but God within us can transform us. The music we will then be able to play will be nothing less beautiful than the music of God. The Kingdom of God resounds with this music: the chords of peace; the grace-notes of justice; the harmonies of love.
It’s Lent! As we contemplate together in our Study Course “Faith, Hope and Love”, worship together in our Lenten services and share fellowship together in our daily lives, let us place ourselves in God’s own workshop. If we allow Him, He will strip away the varnish and plywood of the world that makes us look and sound like ordinary violins. As Easter approaches, let us embrace the potential we all have to make beautiful music that restores, renews, reconciles and resurrects; to be instruments that are so special we have been named “Child of God”.
Peace be with you all.
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