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When I was a boy, one of the most memorable teachers I ever had was a music teacher called C H Teale – known to his friends as Hedley. One valuable thing he taught me was that much of western music was really all about the exploration of dissonance and tension that in the end must be resolved (he didn’t say it that way, but that’s what he meant!) The most popular music will have a “home” feeling at the end of it. One way he showed this, was by entering the room on day, walking over to the piano, and playing “Dum da da der der… Dum” and then walking out again – leaving us all in suspense! It was a phrase that cried out for resolution! He would then walk in again and play the final “DUM” to our relief!
Much of life is all about the ways in which resolutions emerge out to the cut-and-thrust of life. I later discovered that much of our theology is also about this same theme. The creation story is resolved by the consummation of the Sabbath. Moses dies on the wrong side of the Jordan, and the people of Israel who have been creating dissonance and tension in the desert for forty years find resolution by entering the Promised Land. The final chapter of the Bible sees a new heaven and a new earth bring resolution to all things. God and creation are finally brought together – we are finally “home”. And most crucially, at the centre-point of all things, we find Good Friday and Easter. Resurrection life resolves the tense and painful dissonances of a blood-soaked cross and sealed tomb.
One of the triumphs of the BBC in recent years has been the “resurrection” of Dr Who! A wonderful series that many parents grew up with as children is now a phenomenal success that they and their own children can enjoy together. But today’s Dr Who is very different. The big noticeable difference between the new and old series is that now, there are fewer cliff-hangers. The Dr Who of my childhood was like “Dum da da der der… Dum” for six excruciating weeks! We would be on edge of our seats (or behind the proverbial sofa) until the final episode. But now, with the modern Dr Who, we have “Dum da da der der… Dum DUM” within the hour!
It is in the same way that we view the Good Friday – Easter Day tensions. We know the end of the story. We heard the story go “DUM” last year! With the benefit of 20-20 hindsight, we can see more of God’s plan than say, Mary Magdalene saw when she found nothing but grave clothes and a gardener who must have moved the body. We can see that it was OK in the end, but she couldn’t. She couldn’t see that the gardener was actually Jesus who instead of playing “DUM” on the garden’s piano, said one of the most beautiful resolution words in the whole Bible. He said “Mary”.

But more than that. Because we are insatiably “Pot Noodle people” and need it all straight away, we have problems lingering inside the tension and dissonance. We have problems waiting for any length of time at the foot of the cross. When Jesus cried in desolation “Why have you forsaken me?” he was really forsaken. The pain was real. The aloneness was complete. And when the tomb was sealed and night fell, the taste of failure and death was all-encompassing. It was final.
This tension and dissonance really felt like it would go on forever without any hope of light at the end of it. There could be and would be no “DUM” following this death of Jesus. Except for one thing: God’s love could not be kept dead. God’s love never gives up and will always.. always.. seek to find a way home. Even through death. It was love that broke through, and found the way back to God – Home – Resolution – Reconciliation – Healing – Light – Life – God’s Great “DUM”!!!
In a world of unbelievable tensions and dissonances, insecurities and uncertainties that we find ourselves in today, may God call us by our names this Easter, and declare to us our home is with Him – now and always.
The Peace of the Risen Christ be with us all!
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