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The first decade of the 21st Century is now behind us! “In the bleak midwinter” has been sung with a new sense of meaning and resonance! Now we have the opportunity to look forward: What will the church look like in ten year’s time – What will our vision be in 2020? Will there be any new people in our pews who are “at home” enough with our age-old, liturgical ways of worshipping? Or will it be the same people, only ten years older, some of whom will be “looking on” from the ranks of the Saints in glory?
Will the central core of people keeping our churches in Arnside on the road just the way we like it have reached that age when they just cannot do it anymore - because they are ten years older than now?
I have no desire to be alarming or alarmist, but there is the need to be realistic – and that includes all of us. These are amongst the uncomfortable questions that all the Churches everywhere in this country, have been addressing in recent years.
Put simply, we are burying our heads in the sand if we persist in thinking that the Church of England can exist into the future as it exists today – and most crucially, just like it always has in the past. The sociological and cultural changes that have hit our world in the last twenty years have been massive and irreversible. It is the reason why both parents and children – that’s two whole generations worth of people – see church as something that can be opted in and out-of, or more commonly left on the supermarket shelf as a non-essential part of life. People “consume” these days and see coming to church (in the “sit in a pew for an hour or so” manner) as a meaningless activity. They can’t see the point in buying into such an anachronistic set of rituals that says nothing to them.
There is far less need to be “a member” anymore – of any club or organisation, including a church. There is no longer the need to be dutiful and obliging. These are the values of yesterday and not the present generations under the age of fifty. If you want something, you buy it, and you stick with a brand only if it provides the fulfilment and satisfaction that you are expecting from it! 
This year therefore, we need to ask the serious questions: What is church for? Whom do we serve?

Put simply, the church is God’s people meeting together with God in their midst. Church is not a museum! Church is what you have left when you remove buildings, history and traditions! We are left with us – God’s people. And we serve God in His world. 
Luke 6:33 is Jesus’ own 2020 Vision. Seeking God, His Kingdom and His righteousness first, means that our prime directive is not preservation and custodianship of arcane styles of worship or even in the stewardship and upkeep of our facilities, but of finding and joining in with the activity of the God of Love in this needy world – starting here in Arnside and Storth. It has nothing to do with rules and regulations, traditions and styles, or even how “Anglican” something is or isn’t. It has nothing to do with whether something works and pulls-in the crowds or doesn’t work. It has nothing to do with raising money and paying the bills. This is not seeking God’s Kingdom.

In the last few years, churches everywhere: big and small; middle-of-the-road, evangelical and high – every sort of church of all denominations – have been asking these questions. A new movement in the church resulting from these questions is something called FRESH EXPRESSIONS. This is something we too here in Arnside must explore.

In 2020, will we be able to say that our vision is the same as that of Jesus our Lord? If so, then the church will indeed look very different! This year in 2010, let us explore together God’s future (rather than our past) and place ourselves into His hands.
Peace be with you all.

David
