Digging for the Rock
At the New Wine Christian Festival this year, our tent was pitched in a quagmire that was covered by a groundsheet that (alas) shall never be the same again: It felt as if we were treading on soft, squelchy clay (a horrible feeling in bare feet!) and a river ran through it too. A week later we pitched our tent in a Northumbrian sand dune, and although the water drained away beautifully, we were still very exposed to relentless wind that ruined a good number of tents on the site (though not ours!)
Back at home, I was musing on all these thoughts about foundations as I walked Josh on the Knott the day after that splendid August Bank Holiday we’d had! The sheer volume of water had washed away in torrents much of the rocky debris on the top of the hill, so that deep ravines scarred the pathways, revealing bedrock underneath. And a very annoying little song entered my head! I hate it when annoying songs assault me because I then have to think about them for the rest of the day! But that’s what happened and this article is partly the result!
I am sure that we all remember that “jolly” little children’s chorus based on the parable of those two house builders who chose two different foundations? The wise man and the foolish man have remained with me ever since I was a boy and I still hear it sung every now and then even today. The problem I have with it is not just that it’s really annoying (I must apologise in advance if you find it the most poignant piece of worship music you have ever heard - and here I am denigrating it!) but that it conjures up a too simplistic either-or scenario. You are either wise or foolish, when actually everyone is, at times a bit wise, and all are more often a bit foolish. We need to re-work this parable to make it useful in this complex 21st Century world. These days there are so many different sorts of foundations on which to build; we live in a multi-cultural and pluralistic world. 

The current financial crisis is very much like a waterlogged field. The “recovery” out of recession we are hearing about at the moment will merely be like laying a groundsheet over it unless we tackle “the bog” underneath. Unless the field is properly drained and new irrigation channels (i.e. banking and finance rules) are dug, then we will be destined to repeat our past mistakes, and the floods of money-mismanagement will eventually find their way over the groundsheets of life. 
Or we could think of life more like the top of the Knott. There are many rocks and boulders, and some look as if they are part of the Main Rock: connected and having a look of permanence. We might even build upon them and for many years enjoy a reliable foundation. Yet when the heavy Bank Holiday rain comes (as it surely will) they may finally become detached and we ourselves wobble.
We need to build our lives upon this Knott summit! How necessary it is therefore to dig, and do some prayerful work: praying and reading Scripture; sharing our lives in fellowship and service; seeking always the One who is the source of love and light: Jesus the Bedrock from whom nothing and no-one can ever be swept away.

Peace be with you all

David
21M – A Brand New Study Course
Having a cuppa with someone: Mission? Buying Fairtrade coffee? Mission? … Really? 

This word Mission has become THE big church-word for the beginning of this century. The general Synod produced the book called Mission Shaped Church partly to help churches re-imagine what “God’s Mission” might look like and where we might fit into it locally. Can we call anything and everything “mission” or are there things that can help us define what we mean by this word?
To support this question, CMS (The Church Mission Society) is reshaping itself into a body of mission-shaped people all around the world, who in turn are helping churches locally to become “Missional Communities”. These communities are to be characterised by what are known as “The Five Marks of Mission”. CMS have just produced a course that helps us understand these Marks better: a course called “21M”. This course is coming to Arnside sometime in October and November!
21M is an eight week course facilitated by the Revd David Cooper (former CMS Mission Partner) that explores the Five Marks of Mission. 21M will be happening during the day (probably Wednesdays at 1100 in the Methodist Church) and in the evening (probably Thursdays at 7.30pm in St James’ Church). The course is DVD-based with plenty of time for interaction and discussion. Look out for further publicity and be encouraged to join in with this course, which promises to be both interesting and useful!
All Hallows Eve 2009
Each year we have the pleasure of laying on a Light Party that is a positive alternative to that rather sinister (and more importantly heavily marketed profit-based event created by one supermarket in particular!) 
Last year we had a church full of children and parents come to our Light Party and they enjoyed a magnificent evening. This year we are planning yet another party on Saturday 31st October between 6.30pm and 8pm. Please see publicity nearer the time, and also consider ways in which you can help/contribute: There will be something we can all do to make this even better than last year!
